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(57) ABSTRACT

An organic light emitting display apparatus that can prevent
corrosion during manufacturing is disclosed. The apparatus
can have a remarkably enhanced yield. The apparatus
includes: a substrate having a display area, a thin film tran-
sistor disposed inside the display area, an electrode power
supply line disposed outside the display area, a pixel elec-
trode disposed inside the display area of the substrate and
electrically connected to the thin film transistor, an auxiliary
conductive layer contacting the electrode power supply lineat
a side of the electrode power supply line, a pixel defining
layer exposing the pixel electrode covering the auxiliary con-
ductive layer and exposing the electrode power supply line.
The apparatus also includes an intermediate layer disposed on
the pixel electrode and comprising an emitting layer, and a

7279708 B2* 10/2007 Kwak etal. .o 257/79 counter electrode disposed on the intermediate layer and
2004/0195964 Al* 10/2004 Yamazakietal. ... 313/504 extending outside the display area of the substrate to contact
2005/0008894 Al 1/2005 Hiruma et al. the electrode power supply line.

2006/0113900 Al 6/2006 Oh
2007/0007554 Al 1/2007 Lee
2009/0058280 AL*  3/2009 Joetal. ..o 313/504 19 Claims, § Drawing Sheets
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ORGANIC LIGHT EMITTING DISPLAY
APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED PATENT
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of Korean Patent Appli-
cation No. 10-2007-00117368, filed on Nov. 16, 2007, in the
Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclosure of which is
incorporated herein in its entirety by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The present invention relates to an organic light emitting
display apparatus, and more particularly, to an organic light
emitting display apparatus that resists corrosion during a
manufacturing process thereof, and the organic light emitting
display apparatus can have a remarkably increased yield.

2. Description of the Related Technology

Generally, organic light emitting display apparatuses refer
to display apparatuses including organic light emitting
devices. The organic light emitting devices include a pixel
electrode, a counter electrode disposed opposite the pixel
electrode, and an intermediate layer interposed between the
pixel electrode and the counter electrode and including a light
emitting layer.

An organic light emitting display apparatus can be classi-
fied as an active matrix display or a passive matrix display
according to a driving method of the organic light emitting
devices. In an active matrix display apparatus, a thin film
transistor (TFT) of each of a plurality of sub-pixels controls
the emission of light from the sub-pixel. In a passive matrix
display apparatus, a plurality of electrodes arranged in a
matrix shape controls the emission of light from a plurality of
sub-pixels. In the case of the active matrix display apparatus,
counter electrodes of a plurality of sub-pixels are generally
formed as one body and contact an electrode power supply
line positioned outside a display area.

The electrode power supply line is covered by an insulating
layer that exposes at least a part of the electrode power supply
line. The counter electrode contacts the exposed part of the
electrode power supply line. However, before forming the
counter electrode to contact the electrode power supply line
during the manufacturing thereof, a process of exposing a part
ofthe electrode power supply line outside the insulating layer
is performed. Thus, the surface of the electrode power supply
line is oxidized during the exposing process. As a result,
contact resistance is increased in the subsequently-formed
structure in which the electrode power supply line contacts
with counter electrode.

SUMMARY OF CERTAIN INVENTIVE ASPECTS

One aspect is an organic light emitting display apparatus
including a substrate having a display area, a thin film tran-
sistor (TFT) disposed inside the display area of the substrate,
an electrode power supply line disposed outside the display
area of the substrate, a pixel electrode disposed inside the
display area of the substrate and electrically connected to the
thin film transistor, an auxiliary conductive layer contacting
the electrode power supply line, a pixel defining layer expos-
ing the pixel electrode, covering the auxiliary conductive
layer, and exposing the electrode power supply line, an inter-
mediate layer disposed on the pixel electrode and including
an emitting layer, and a counter electrode disposed on the
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intermediate layer and extending outside the display area of
the substrate to contact the electrode power supply line.

Another aspect is an organic light emitting display appa-
ratus, including a substrate, a conductive layer disposed on
the substrate, an insulating layer covering a portion of the
conductive layer so as to expose another portion of the con-
ductive layer, and a terminal unit extending from the conduc-
tive layer toward an edge of the substrate, where the terminal
unit and the conductive layer that is exposed by the insulating
layer are formed of the same material.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other features and advantages will become
more apparent through description of exemplary embodi-
ments with reference to the attached drawings in which:

FIG. 1is a schematic plan view of an organic light emitting
display apparatus according to an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a schematic cross-sectional view taken along line
II-II of FIG. 1, according to an embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a schematic cross-sectional view for describing a
process of manufacturing the organic light emitting display
apparatus of FIG. 2, according to an embodiment;

FIG.4is a schematic cross-sectional view of a portion of an
organic light emitting display apparatus; and

FIG. 5 is a schematic cross-sectional view for describing a
process of manufacturing the organic light emitting display
apparatus of FIG. 4.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF CERTAIN
INVENTIVE EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments will now be described in detail with refer-
ence to the attached drawings.

FIG.11is a schematic plan view of an organic light emitting
display apparatus according to an embodiment. FIG. 2 is a
schematic cross-sectional view taken along line II-11 of FIG.
1, according to an embodiment. FIG. 3 is a schematic cross-
sectional view for describing a process of manufacturing the
organic light emitting display apparatus.

Referring to FIGS. 1 through 3, the organic light emitting
display apparatus shown includes a substrate 110. The sub-
strate 110 may be formed of various materials such as glass,
a metal, plastic or the like. The substrate 110 has a display
area 100 where display devices are disposed for displaying
images. The display area 100 includes an organic light emit-
ting device 200 including a pixel electrode 210 (see FIG. 2),
a counter electrode 230 (see FIG. 2) disposed opposite the
pixel electrode 210, and an intermediate layer 220 including
at least an emitting layer interposed between the pixel elec-
trode 210 and the counter electrode 230.

In addition to the organic light emitting device 200 of the
display area 100, a vertical circuit driving unit 400 and a
horizontal circuit driving unit 500 that are disposed outside
the display area 100, a power wiring unit 300 to which a
plurality of power supply lines 310 supplying power to the
display area 100 are electrically connected, an electrode
power supply line 190 supplying power to the counter elec-
trode 230, and terminal units 192, 320, 420, and 520 trans-
mitting electrical signals applied to the above components
from external devices are formed on the substrate 100. A
sealant 700 may be applied on edges of the substrate 110, so
that a sealing element 600 (see FIG. 2) seals the display area
100. Alternatively, the sealant 700 and the sealing element
600 may not be formed, or a passivation layer may be formed
on the entire surface of the substrate 110. The terminal units
192, 320, 420, and 520 are not covered and are exposed by
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spaces in insulating layers to be described later so as to be
connected to other electrical components such as a flexible
printing circuit substrate, an IC chip, or the like.

Structures of the display area 100 and the organic light
emitting device 200 will now be described in detail with
reference to FIG. 2.

A first thin film transistor TFT1 is disposed in the display
area 100 on the substrate 110. The electrode power supply
line 190 is disposed outside the display area 100 on the
substrate 110. A second TFT TFT2 included in the vertical
circuit driving unit 400 may be disposed outside the display
area 100 on the substrate 110. The structure and components
ofthe organic light emitting device 200 will now be described
in more detail.

A buffer layer 120, which may be formed of SiO,, etc., is
disposed on the substrate 110. A semiconductor layer 130 is
disposed on the buffer layer 120. The semiconductor layer
130 may be an amorphous silicon layer, a polycrystalline
silicon layer, or formed of an organic semiconductor material.
Although not shown in FIG. 2, the semiconductor layer 130
may include source and drain areas doped with a dopant and
a channel area.

A gate electrode 150 is formed above the semiconductor
layer 130, and source and drain electrodes 170 electrically
communicate with each other according to a signal applied to
the gate electrode 150. The gate electrode 150 may be formed
of a material such as MoW, Ag, Cu, Al, or the like, in consid-
eration of, for example, adherence to an adjacent layer, pla-
narizing, and machining of a surface of a layer stacked on the
gate electrode 150. In the some embodiments, a gate insulat-
ing layer 140 formed of Si0, is interposed between the semi-
conductor layer 130 and the gate electrode 150 in order to
provide insulation between the semiconductor layer 130 and
the gate electrode 150.

An interlayer insulating layer 160 is formed on the gate
electrode 150 and may be formed of a material such as silicon
oxide, silicon nitride, or the like as a single layer or a multi-
layer structure. The source and drain electrodes 170 are
formed on the interlayer insulating layer 160. The source and
drain electrodes 170 are electrically connected to the semi-
conductor layer 130 through contact holes which are formed
in the interlayer insulating layer 160 and the gate insulating
layer 140, respectively. The source and drain electrodes 170
may be formed of a material such as Ti, MoW, Ag, Cu, Al, or
the like in consideration of conductivity. The source and drain
electrodes 170 may be formed as a single layer or a multi-
layer structure and, for example, may have a structure in
which a Ti layer and an Al layer are stacked.

Theelectrode power supply line 190 is disposed outside the
display area 100. Referring to FIG. 2, the electrode power
supply line 190 is disposed on the interlayer insulating layer
160 on which the source and drain electrodes 170 of the first
TFT TFT1 are disposed. That is, the electrode power supply
line 190 may be simultaneously formed together with the
source and drain electrodes 170 of the first TFT TET1. How-
ever, the present invention is not limited thereto. That is, the
electrode power supply line 190 may be formed on a layer on
which the gate electrode 150 of the first TEFT TFT1 is formed
ormay be formed irrespective of positions of electrodes of the
first TFT TFT1. For convenience of explanation, however, the
electrode power supply line 190 is formed on the interlayer
insulating layer 160 on which the source and drain electrodes
170 are disposed.

The electrode power supply line 190 may be formed of
various materials. The electrode power supply line 190 sup-
plies an electrical signal to the counter electrode 230 of the
organic light emitting device 200 as will be described later
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and thus is formed of a material having low resistivity and
high conductivity such as Ti, Mo W, Ag, Cu, Al or the like. The
electrode power supply line 190 may be formed as a single
layer or a multi-layer structure and, for example, may have a
structure in which a Ti layer and an Al layer are stacked. As
described above, the source and drain electrodes 170 and the
electrode power supply line 190 may be formed of the same
material or may be simultaneously formed together. When the
source and drain electrodes 170 and the electrode power
supply line 190 are simultaneously formed together, the
source and drain electrodes 170 and the electrode power
supply line 190 may have the same structure.

The electrode power supply line 190 supplies power to the
counter electrode 230 as will be described later. The terminal
unit 192 is extended from the electrode power supply line 190
toward an edge of the substrate 110. Power is supplied to the
electrode power supply line 190 through the terminal unit 192
and is supplied to the counter electrode 230 through the
electrode power supply line 190. The terminal unit 192 and
the electrode power supply line 190 may be simultaneously
formed together, and accordingly, may be formed of the same
material. When the terminal unit 192 and the electrode power
supply line 190 are simultaneously formed together, struc-
tures thereof are the same or similar. In some embodiments,
the terminal unit 192 and/or the electrode power supply line
190 may include a layer formed of Al in consideration of
conductivity.

A first insulating layer 181 is formed above the first TFT
TFT1 to operate as a passivation layer so as to protect the first
TFT TFT1. The first insulating layer 181 may be formed of
various materials, 1.e., an inorganic material, such as silicon
oxide, silicon nitride, or silicon oxynitride, which can provide
a high level of protection for the first TFT TFT1. The first
insulating layer 181 is formed as a single layer in FIG. 2;
however, the it is not limited thereto and the first insulating
layer 181 may be formed as a multi-layer structure. The first
insulating layer 181 is formed so as to expose at least a part of
the electrode power supply line 190. FIG. 2 illustrates a
structure in which the first insulating layer 181 covers edge
portions of the electrode power supply line 190.

A second insulating layer 182 functions as a planarizing
layer on the first insulating layer 181. The second insulating
layer 182 may be formed of an organic material, e.g., acryl,
BCB, photoacryl, or the like. The second insulating layer 182
is illustrated as a single layer in FIG. 2. However, the it is not
limited thereto and the second insulating layer 182 may be
formed as a multi-layer structure. The second insulating layer
182 is formed so as to expose at least a part of the electrode
power supply line 190.

The organic light emitting device 200 is disposed on the
second insulating layer 182 and includes the pixel electrode
210, the counter electrode 230, and the intermediate layer 220
interposed between the pixel electrode 210 and the counter
electrode 230. The organic light emitting device 200 will now
be described in detail.

In the display area 100, openings are formed in the first and
second insulating layers 181 and 182 to expose at least one of
the source and drain electrodes 170 of the first TFT TFT1. The
pixel electrode 210 is disposed on the display area 100 of the
substrate 110, i.e., on the second insulating layer 182 and
contacts at least one of the source and drain electrodes 170
through the openings so as to be electrically connected to the
first TFT TFT1. The pixel electrode 210 may be a transparent
electrode or a reflective electrode. If the pixel electrode 210is
a transparent electrode, the pixel electrode 210 may be
formed of, for example, indium tin oxide (ITO), indium zinc
oxide (IZ0), ZnO, or In,O;. If the pixel electrode 210 is a
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reflective electrode, the pixel electrode 210 may, for example
include areflective layer formed of Ag, Mg, Al, Pt, Pd, Au, Nj,
Nd, Ir, Cr, or a combination thereof, and a layer formed of
ITO. 170, Zn0O, or In,O5. However, the pixel electrode 210 is
not limited thereto, and the pixel electrode 210 may be
formed of various materials, and also, may be formed as a
single layer or a multi-layer structure.

A third insulating layer 183 is disposed on the second
insulating layer 182. In other words, the third insulating layer
183 is formed so as to cover the second insulating layer 182.
The third insulating layer 183 operates as a pixel defining
layer by having openings corresponding to a plurality of
sub-pixels, which expose at least a part of the pixel electrode
210. For example, a central portion or the whole portion of the
pixel electrode 210 may be exposed. Referring to FIG. 2, the
third insulating layer 183 increases a distance between the
end of the pixel electrode 210 and the counter electrode 230.
This is beneficial in preventing arcing between the pixel elec-
trode 210 and the counter electrode 230. The third insulating
layer 183 is disposed on the second insulating layer 182, and
also may be disposed outside the display area 100 as illus-
trated in FIG. 2. That is, the third insulating layer 183 may be
disposed both over and outside the display area 100 of the
substrate 110. Also, the third insulating layer 183 of FIG. 2
exposes at least a part of the electrode power supply line 190.

An auxiliary conductive layer 190« is disposed so as to
contact the electrode power supply line 190 at a side of the
electrode power supply line 190. The auxiliary conductive
layer 190a contacts the electrode power supply line 190 so as
to establish a lower conductive path and reduce IR drop
through the electrode power supply line 190. The auxiliary
conductive layer 1904 may be disposed outside the display
area 100 of the substrate 110. Referring to FIG. 2, apart of the
auxiliary conductive layer 190a may be disposed on the same
layer on which the pixel electrode 210 is disposed. In FIG. 2,
the auxiliary conductive layer 190q is disposed on the second
insulating layer 182 and the electrode power supply line 190.
In this case, the auxiliary conductive layer 190a may be
formed of the same material as that of the pixel electrode 210.
The auxiliary conductive layer 190a and the pixel electrode
210 may be simultaneously formed together. In this case, the
auxiliary conductive layer 190a and the pixel electrode 210
may have the same structure. The auxiliary conductive layer
1904 is covered by the third insulating layer 183, and accord-
ingly, the auxiliary conductive layer 190a is not exposed
outside the third insulating layer 183.

The intermediate layer 220 of the organic light emitting
device 200 may be formed of a low or high molecular weight
material. When the intermediate layer 220 is formed of a low
molecular weight material, it may be preferable to have at
least one of ahole injection layer (HIL), a hole transport layer
(HTL), an emission layer (EML), an electron transport layer
(ETL). an electron injection layer (EIL), and the like stacked
in a single structure or a multi-layer structure to form the
intermediate layer 220. Alternatively, the intermediate layer
220 may be formed of an organic material such as copper
phthalocyanine (CuPc), N,N'-Di(naphthalene-1-y1)-N,N'-
diphenyl-benzidine (NPB), tris-8-hydroxyquinoline alumi-
num (Alg3), or the like. These layers may be formed, for
example, using a vacuum deposition method.

When the intermediate layer 220 is formed of a high
molecular weight material, the intermediate layer 200 it may
bepreferabletohave a structure in which an HTL and an EML
are stacked. The HTL may be formed of PEDOT, and the
EML may be formed of Poly-Phenylenevinylene (PPV)-fam-
ily and Polyfluorene-family high molecular weight materials
using a screen printing method, an inkjet printing method, or

20

25

40

45

60

65

6

the like. However, the intermediate layer 220 is not limited to
this structure, and may have various other structures.

The counter electrode 230 may be disposed on the inter-
mediate layer 220, over the display area 100 as illustrated in
FIG. 2. The counter electrode 230 extends outside the display
area 100 and contacts the electrode power supply line 190
disposed outside the display area 100 to receive power from
the electrode power supply line 190. That is, the counter
electrode 230 extends outside the display area 100 of the
substrate 110 over the third insulating layer 183 and the
electrode power supply line 190 which is exposed by the third
insulating layer 183.

The counter electrode 230 may be a transparent or reflec-
tive electrode. If the counter electrode 230 is a transparent
electrode, the counter electrode 230 may include a layer
formed of a metal having a low work function, i.e., Li, Ca,
LiF/Ca, LiF/Al, Al, Ag, Mg, or a combination thereof, and a
transparent conductive layer formed of ITO, 1ZO, ZnO, or
In,O,. If the counter electrode 230 is a reflective electrode,
the counter electrode 230 may be formed of L1, Ca, LiF/Ca,
LiF/Al Al, Ag, Mg, or a combination thereof. However, the
counter electrode 230 is not limited to these structures and
materials, and thus, may be modified into various forms.

FIG. 3 is a schematic cross-sectional view for describing a
process of manufacturing the organic light emitting display
apparatus according to one embodiment. F1G. 3 illustrates the
organic light emitting display apparatus before forming the
intermediate layer 220 and the counter electrode 230.

As described above, the third insulating layer 183 has an
opening exposing at least a part of the pixel electrode 210 and
an opening exposing at least a part of the electrode power
supply line 190, and covers the auxiliary conductive layer
190q. In an embodiment of a process to form the third insu-
lating layer 183, an insulating layer is formed on the entire
surface of the substrate 110. Then, exposing, developing, and
etching processes are performed on the insulating layer using
photoresist. Finally, a washing process is performed on the
insulating layer using deionized (DI) water. In these manu-
facturing steps, since the auxiliary conductive layer 190a is
covered by the third insulating layer 183, the electrode power
supply line 190, the terminal unit 192, and the auxiliary
conductive layer 190a are not damaged.

FIG. 4 is a schematic cross-sectional view of an embodi-
ment of a portion of an organic light emitting display appa-
ratus. FIG. 5 is a schematic cross-sectional view for describ-
ing a process of manufacturing the organic light emitting
display apparatus of FIG. 4. Referring to FIGS. 4 and 5, an
auxiliary conductive layer 1905 is disposed on an electrode
power supply line 190, and a third insulating layer 183 is
formed so as to expose the auxiliary conductive layer 1905. A
counter electrode 230 contacts the auxiliary conductive layer
1905 s0 as to be electrically connected to the electrode power
supply line 190 via the auxiliary conductive layer 1905.

In the organic light emitting display apparatus illustrated in
FIGS. 4 and 5, the auxiliary conductive layer 1905 1s exposed
in a process of forming the third insulating layer 183 and the
subsequent processes. In this case, since a terminal unit con-
nected to the electrode power supply line 190 is exposed
outside the third insulating layer 183, the auxiliary conduc-
tive layer 1905 or the terminal unit may be damaged in the
process of forming the third insulating layer 183 and the
subsequent processes.

In more detail, a developing process of the third insulating
layer 183 using photoresist and stripping and/or washing
processes of the photoresist are performed using a wet pro-
cess. In the above processes, the auxiliary conductive layer
1905 and the terminal unit, which are respectively formed of
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different materials, are exposed by an alkali solution used in
the wet process. At this time, a potential difference is gener-
ated between the auxiliary conductive layer 1905 and the
terminal unit due to a galvanic phenomenon, so that at least
one of the auxiliary conductive layer 1905 and the terminal
unit is greatly damaged. For example, if a pixel electrode 210
includes a layer formed of ITO, and the auxiliary conductive
layer 1905 is formed of the same material as that of the pixel
electrode 210 and thus also includes a layer formed of ITO,
the terminal unit includes a layer formed of Al and the elec-
trode power supply line 190 is formed of the same material as
that of the terminal unit and thus also includes a layer formed
of Al, the layer formed of Al is oxidized and the layer formed
of ITO is reduced, thereby damaging the layer formed of Al
As aresult, resistance of the Al layer s sharply increased due
to oxidization of the Al layer, thereby causing defect of the
organic light emitting display apparatus.

However, in the organic light emitting display apparatus
according to the embodiment as shown in FIGS. 1 through 3,
since the auxiliary conductive layer 190a is covered by the
third insulating layer 183 in the process of forming the third
insulating layer 183 and the subsequent processes, the above-
described problem does not occur. In more detail, even
though the electrode power supply line 190 and the terminal
unit 192 are exposed by the third insulating layer 183 in the
process of forming the third insulating layer 183 and the
subsequent processes, since the electrode power supply line
190 and the terminal unit 192 are formed of the same material,
a galvanic phenomenon does not occur between the electrode
power supply line 190 and the terminal unit 192. That is
because the galvanic phenomenon occurs between different
materials. In particular, in the organic light emitting display
apparatus, when the pixel electrode 210 includes a layer
formed of ITO, the auxiliary conductive layer 190a may also
include a layer formed of ITO, and the terminal unit 192 may
include the same material as that of the electrode power
supply line 190 and include a layer formed of Al. The problem
in which the layer formed of Al is oxidized or the layer formed
of ITO 1s reduced can be prevented. Furthermore, when the
pixel electrode 210 is formed as a multi-layer structure having
an uppermost layer formed of ITO, the auxiliary conductive
layer 190a may be formed as a multi-layer structure also
having an uppermost layer formed of ITO. In this case, the
layer formed of ITO is not exposed outside the third insulat-
ing layer 183.

Referring to FIGS. 4 and 5, since the electrode power
supply line 190 and the terminal unit are connected to each
other and the auxiliary conductive layer 1905 contacts the
electrode power supply line 190; a galvanic phenomenon can
occur between the terminal unit and the auxiliary conductive
layer 1905. Referring to FIGS. 1 through 3, in the organic
light emitting display apparatus, the pixel electrode 210 is
exposed by the third insulating layer 183; however, the pixel
electrode 210 does not directly contact the terminal unit 192
or the electrode power supply line 190. Accordingly. a gal-
vanic phenomenon does not occur between the pixel elec-
trode 210 and the terminal unit 192 or the electrode power
supply line 190.

The organic light emitting display apparatus is not limited
to these specific exemplary embodiments. For example, the
first insulating layer 181 operating as a passivation layer and
the second insulating layer 182 operating as a planarizing
layer are not necessarily formed separately and may be inte-
grally formed as one body.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 1 to 3, the electrode
power supply line 190 is exposed by the third insulating layer
183, the terminal unit 192 extending from the electrode power
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supply line 190 is exposed by the third insulating layer 183,
and the auxiliary conductive layer 190a is covered by the third
insulating layer 183. In this embodiment, because the elec-
trode power supply line 190 and the terminal unit 192 are
respectively formed of the same material, and the auxiliary
conductive layer 190a, formed of different material, is cov-
ered by the third insulating layer 183 and is therefore not
exposed outside the third insulating layer 183, the electrode
power supply line 190, the auxiliary conductive layer 190a, or
the terminal unit 192 is prevented from being damaged in a
process of patterning the third insulating layer 183 and the
subsequent processes. However, the present invention is not
limited thereto.

For example, in an organic light emitting display apparatus
including a substrate, a conductive layer disposed on the
substrate, an insulating layer covering a part of the conductive
layer so as to expose the conductive layer, and a terminal unit
extended from the conductive layer toward an edge of the
substrate, when the conductive layer and the terminal unit are
respectively formed of different material, a galvanic phenom-
enon may occur between the conductive layer and the termi-
nal unit in a process of patterning the insulating layer and the
subsequent processes. Accordingly, the conductive layer,
which is exposed by the insulating layer, and the terminal unit
are formed of the same material so as to prevent a galvanic
phenomenon. Also, an auxiliary conductive layer may be
disposed at a side of the conductive layer so as to contact the
conductive layer. In this case, the auxiliary conductive layer
may be formed of a different material from the conductive
layer or the terminal unit. When the auxiliary conductive
layer is exposed outside the insulating layer, a galvanic phe-
nomenon may occur between the auxiliary conductive layer
and the conductive layer or between the auxiliary conductive
layer and the terminal unit. Accordingly, the auxiliary con-
ductive layer may be covered by the insulating layer so as to
prevent the galvanic phenomenon from occurring between
the auxiliary conductive layer and the conductive layer or
between the auxiliary conductive layer and the terminal unit.

In particular, when the terminal unit and the conductive
layer are simultaneously formed together and have the same
structure; the conductive layer may include a layer formed of
Al; and the auxiliary conductive layer may include a layer
formed of ITO, the effect of the present invention is remark-
able. The present invention can be applied to any case in
which the auxiliary conductive layer and the conductive layer
are respectively formed of different materials.

According to the organic light emitting display apparatus
of the present invention, process yield can be dramatically
increased by preventing corrosion during a manufacturing
process thereof.

While the present invention has been particularly shown
and described with reference to exemplary embodiments
thereof, it will be understood by one of ordinary skill in the art
that various changes in form and details may be made therein
without departing from the spirit and scope of the present
invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An organic light emitting display apparatus comprising:

a substrate having a display area;

a thin film transistor (TFT) disposed inside the display area
of the substrate;

an electrode power supply line disposed outside the display
area of the substrate;

a pixel electrode disposed inside the display area of the
substrate and electrically connected to the thin film tran-
sistor;
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an auxiliary conductive layer contacting the electrode
power supply line;

a pixel defining layer exposing the pixel electrode, com-
pletely covering the auxiliary conductive layer, and
exposing the electrode power supply line;

an intermediate layer disposed on the pixel electrode and
including an emitting layer; and

a counter electrode disposed on the intermediate layer and
extending outside the display area of the substrate to
contact the electrode power supply line.

2. The organic light emitting display apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the auxiliary conductive layer is disposed outside the
display area of the substrate.

3. The organic light emitting display apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the auxiliary conductive layer is formed of the same
material as that of the pixel electrode.

4. The organic light emitting display apparatus of claim 3,
wherein the pixel electrode comprises a layer formed of ITO.

5. The organic light emitting display apparatus of claim 4,
wherein the pixel electrode comprises a multi-layer structure
having an uppermost layer formed of ITO.

6. The organic light emitting display apparatus of claim 3,
wherein the auxiliary conductive layer is formed in the same
processing steps as the pixel electrode.

7. The organic light emitting display apparatus of claim 1,
wherein a part of the auxiliary conductive layer is disposed on
the same layer as the pixel electrode.

8. The organic light emitting display apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the pixel defining layer is disposed over the display
area of the substrate and outside the display area.

9. The organic light emitting display apparatus of claim 1,
further comprising a planarizing layer covering the thin film
transistor and an edge of the electrode power supply line,

wherein the pixel electrode is disposed on the planarizing
layer, the auxiliary conductive layer is disposed over the
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planarizing layer and the electrode power supply line,
and the pixel defining layer is disposed so as to cover the
planarizing layer.

10. The organic light emitting display apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the counter electrode extends outside the display
area of the substrate over the electrode power supply line
exposed by the pixel defining layer.

11. The organic light emitting display apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the thin film transistor comprises source and drain
electrodes and a gate electrode, and the electrode power sup-
ply line is formed of the same material as that of the source
and drain electrodes.

12. The organic light emitting display apparatus of claim
11, wherein the electrode power supply line comprises a layer
formed of aluminum.

13. The organic light emitting display apparatus of claim
11, wherein the electrode power supply line is formed in the
same processing steps as the source and drain electrodes.

14. The organic light emitting display apparatus of claim
11, wherein the electrode power supply line is disposed on the
same layer as the source and drain electrodes.

15. The organic light emitting display apparatus of claim 1,
further comprising a terminal unit extending from the elec-
trode power supply line toward an edge of the substrate.

16. The organic light emitting display apparatus of claim
15, wherein the terminal unit is formed of the same material
as that of the electrode power supply line.

17. The organic light emitting display apparatus of claim
16, wherein the terminal unit comprises a layer formed of
aluminum.

18. The organic light emitting display apparatus of claim
16, wherein the terminal unit and the electrode power supply
line are formed in the same processing steps.

19. The organic light emitting display apparatus of claim
16, wherein the terminal unit and the auxiliary conductive
layer are respectively formed of different materials.
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